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Saudi Youth's Self-Presentation on TikTok (A Content Analysis Based on Symbolic

Interaction Theory)

Abstract:

This study aimed to examine how Saudi youth present themselves on TikTok and to interpret these
practices in light of Symbolic Interactionism. It also sought to identify the predominant patterns of
self-presentation, styles of appearance, and projected self-images, as well as to compare self-
presentation practices between male and female content creators. The study employed the content
analysis method. The sample consisted of 10 Saudi TikTok accounts (5 male and 5 female accounts),
and 50 videos were analyzed, with five videos selected from each account.

The findings revealed that the beauty-oriented pattern was the most prevalent form of self-presentation,
followed by the daily-life and entertainment patterns, whereas the cultural pattern was the least
prevalent. The spontaneous style was the dominant mode of self-presentation, and the image of the
ordinary and simple person was the most frequently projected self-image. The findings also revealed
differences between males and females. Male creators tended to present themselves through
entertainment-, sports-, and culture-related content, whereas female creators focused primarily on
beauty- and daily-life-oriented content. Female creators were more likely to project the image of an
ordinary and simple person, while male creators more frequently portrayed themselves as cheerful and
likable. Overall, the findings indicate that self-presentation on TikTok is a deliberate social process in
which symbols, meanings, and impression management strategies interact to construct digital
identities. The study supports the explanatory value of Symbolic Interactionism and Goffman's
Impression Management Theory in interpreting self-presentation practices within digital

environments.

Keywords: Self-presentation; TikTok; Saudi youth; Symbolic Interactionism; Impression

Management; Digital Identity.
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